
 

 

Hélène Labarrière 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Helene Labarièrre + Quartet 
June 22 - Vancouver 

June 24 - Ottawa 
 
 
Hélène Labarrière is a French bass player and composer playing mainly jazz and improvised 
music. 
 
She was born on October 23, 1963, in Neuilly-sur-Seine, although her family lived in Clichy-sur-
Seine. The fifth child, Hélène’s four older brothers gradually brought jazz into the home and 
Hélène began playing the piano at age seven, as well as developing a love for dance. At age 16, 
she chose music over dance, and a different instrument, bass. Before long, she was giving her 
first concerts in cafés and restaurants, accompanied by jazz guitarist Pierre Brunel.  
 
In 1983, at age 20, she put together her first group, Ladies First, with Marie-Ange Martin, 
Dominique Borker and Micheline Pelzer. The group played mainly at Le Petit Opportun club and 
had the chance to back up Alain Jean-Marie, André Villéger, Gérard Badini, Slide Hampton, 
Johnny Griffin, Art Farmer, and Lee Konitz, with whom she recorded for the first time. 
Her discovery of Charlie Haden was a turning point in her artistic life, which had been focused 
on the standards up to then. Beginning in 1986, Labarrière moved towards a more adventurous 
musical style as part of the Eric Barret quartet—along with Marc Ducret and Peter Gritz—and 
the Malo Vallois quintet. She met drummer Daniel Humair at that time and worked with the 
Vienna Art Orchestra. 
 
She was one of the founders of the Incendies collective in 1991 with Jean-Marc Padovani, 
Sylvain Kassap, François Corneloup and Franck Tortiller. Labarrière then started the group 
Machination in 1993 and given carte blanche at the Festival de Couches. The group’s members 
included Noël Akchoté, Ingrid Jensen, Corin Curschellas and Peter Gritz, taking its name from a 
song by Robert Wyatt, a major influence on Labarrière’s music. Machination gave the bass 
player a chance to write her first songs and to assert her aesthetic choices. In 1995, after a long 
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series of concerts in festivals across Europe, she released her first album, Machination, on the 
Deux Z label. 
 
Labarrière then began a long-term collaboration with Sylvain Kassap, with whom she founded 
two quartets and continues to perform as a duet. 
 
In 1995, after recording an album on the NATO label commemorating the death of Buenaventura 
Durruti, she started the Los Incontrolados collective and met Tony Hymas and Evan Parker. 
Together with her brother, Jacques Labarrière, she put two written pieces to music that had been 
created by their brother Dominique Labarrière, a writer and poet who died at a young age. 
 
Hélène Labarrière also works with actors and choreographers, rappers (D' de Kabal) and slam 
poets, with Denis Colin and Alex Grillo. A session with the Molard brothers allowed her to 
discover traditional Breton music and to venture into projects with artists from West Africa such 
as Founé Diarra. She reinterprets realist songs and recorded an album that was released in 2011 
as part of her duet with actor and singer Violaine Schwartz. 
 
The album Les Temps Changent, her second featuring her as band leader, was recorded in 2007 
with Christophe Marguet, Hasse Poulsen and François Corneloup and was well received by 
critics. The liner notes are by Robert Wyatt. The quartet frequents the major festivals both in 
France (Nevers d'Jazz, Jazz à Luz, Vague de Jazz, etc.) and abroad (especially Saalfelden). 
 
Hélène Labarrière also regularly leads courses as part of the Jazz Campus festival in Clunisois 
and continues to work with artists from all musical backgrounds, including pop, improvised 
music, jazz, and traditional music from around the world. 
 
 
 

www.helene-labarriere.com 
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