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An array of cultural, historic and touristic activities set to take place 
this summer to commemorate the 400th anniversary of Samuel de 

Champlain’s passage in Canada’s Capital Region 
 

Canada’s Capital Region  In January 2013, a group of government and community 
partners came together to launch the program of activities set to commemorate the 400th 
anniversary of Samuel de Champlain’s arrival in the Ottawa Valley. 

Four hundred years ago, French explorer Samuel de Champlain undertook an epic 
journey up the Ottawa River (called Kichi Zibi by the Algonquin people at the time), a 
journey enriched by contact with the members of the First Nations that he met along the 
way.  

A series of cultural, touristic, and community-oriented events are planned in Ottawa and 
Gatineau, thanks to efforts from 38 governmental and regional organizations. 

The www.champlain2013.ca website provides up-to-date information on events planned 
to commemorate this important milestone in our history. 

Here is a glimpse of major activities happening this summer:  
 

 Explorers’ Routes Exhibit at the Cumberland Heritage Village Museum:  
An exhibit presenting educational information about the history of early 
exploration and European settlement of Ottawa at the Cumberland Heritage 
Village Museum from May 12 to August 31, 2013. Information: 
www.ottawa.ca/museums 
 

 Whose Astrolabe? Origin and Cultural Ownership of a Canadian Icon. 
This bilingual exhibit by the Pinhey's Point Foundation features from May 12 to 
August 31, 2013, at Pinhey’s Point Historic Site, a hitherto unseen manuscript 
account of the discovery of the 'Champlain astrolabe', and an exploration of 
its contested status as a cultural symbol. Entrance to the museum is by donation.  
Details: www.pinheyspoint.ca .   

 

 
 
 

 

Join the activities of the 400th anniversary of 
Samuel de Champlain’s passage in the 
Ottawa-Gatineau region. 

www.champlain2013.ca 



 
 Adventure Champlain at Petrie Island on Tuesday June 4th, will celebrate the 

400th anniversary of the passage of Champlain beside Petrie Island. A traditional 
Algonquin birchbark canoe created by the students of De La Salle High School 
will be launched. The day's event also includes a 400th anniversary production of 
the group L'Écho d’un peuple, the musical group Les St-Pierre as well as 
numerous exhibitions and workshops. All those activities along with an exhibit of 
the history of pioneer families will make this day a memorable event. Free 
admission. Between 5 and 7 pm: community supper $8; children 5 years old and 
under $4. (For the supper, please buy your tickets on or before May 30th, 2013.) 
Information:  www.sfopho.com .  

 
 Champlain on the Ottawa: French explorer in an Anishinabe world  

More than twenty eye-catching, large scale images will be showcased in the heart 
of the nation’s capital from June to October. Situated on the Plaza Bridge in 
Confederation Square, one of the Capital’s busiest pedestrian corridors, this free 
outdoor photo exhibit offers visitors a unique portrait of Champlain’s search for 
the “great northern sea” – Hudson’s Bay. It highlights the French explorer’s 
incredible journey, retracing his voyage from present-day Montreal, past what is 
now Ottawa-Gatineau and westward to Île aux Allumettes. Information: 
www.canadascapital.gc.ca.  
 

 The Réseau du patrimoine gatinois, the Kitigan Zibi Anishinabe Nation, the 
Canadian Museum of Civilisations, the City of Gatineau, the CSSS de Gatineau 
Foundation and other partners will celebrate First Nations and Quebecois culture 
on the banks of the Musuem on August 5, from noon to 4:30 pm. Discover this 
legacy during a day of dance performances, live music, cultural activities for 
children and traditional knowledge demonstrations. Meet canoeists who have 
retraced Champlain’s voyages in the region’s waterways, arriving throughout the 
afternoon.  
 

 
Media Information 
 
The list of contacts is available in the www.champlain2013.ca calendar of events. 

 

 

 
The logo features the image of Rideau Falls, which Champlain had admired in 1613, and 
the Ottawa River, also known as Kichi Sibi among the First Nations, which connects 
Ottawa to Gatineau. The hills of the Ottawa Valley represent the horizon; the green, blue, 
and white represent the Francophonie; and the sun represents the warmth, friendship and 
eternal hope of the people who make Canada’s Capital Region come to life. 

 


