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For the first time in history, a challenge has arisen that affects humanity as a whole and
transcends the capabilities of any individual nation: the climate is changing rapidly, due to the
effects of greenhouse gas emissions produced by human activity. 

The scientific evidence is unanimous and overwhelming. Without unprecedented global
co-operation, we are heading towards a temperature increase of 2.5 to 5°C by the year 2100.
The International Panel on Climate Change has shown that a two degree increase would be
dangerous and four degrees would be catastrophic. In the words of Mr. Ban Ki Moon, secretary
general of the United Nations: "There is no Plan B for action, because there is no Planet B."

Clearly, the costs of inaction, which could exceed 20 per cent of global GDP and pose a real
threat to global security and stability, far outweigh the costs of action. In fact, there are tangible
economic advantages to confronting the problem today: new business opportunities, high value
jobs and research and development. This low carbon economy could be worth a staggering
$13-18 trillion by 2030. 

Recognizing this, both the United Kingdom and France have already taken action to become
global leaders on climate and to tap into the green economy. The UK has statutory emission
reduction targets enshrined in law which are on track to meet an 80 per cent decrease by 2050
and has set up a government-backed Green Investment Bank. Within the same time frame,
France aims to cut its emissions by 75 per cent and reduce its energy consumption by half. 

The UK and France have become the sixth and the seventh largest exporters respectively of
green goods and services. Canada too has become an impressive innovator in low carbon
technologies, and has a world leading Carbon Capture and Storage research programme.  

But we cannot act in isolation. Climate change does not respect national boundaries. The
international community will meet in Paris in December to forge a Climate Alliance, and all
nations need to agree a legally binding deal that will include a commitment to emissions
reductions. This will be a major improvement over past climate deals. 

It should come then as no surprise that we wish to work with all partners, including Canada, to
strike a historic and binding deal. 

Over the past few years, Canada’s position has been that such an agreement should include
those countries that are the greatest emitters of greenhouse gases. The recent agreement
between China and the United States is an important recognition of this, and we hope that it
opens the door to an ambitious Climate Alliance, with Canada a central partner. Canada is
already a valued leader within several major international initiatives, such as the Climate and
Clean Air Coalition. 

Canada’s provinces and private-sector organizations are also pursuing many technological
innovation projects, particularly in the field of energy efficiency. These Canadian initiatives
deserve to be showcased in Paris in the conference’s Action Agenda, so as to show the public
that energy transition is underway and that it represents a source of growth that must be taken
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into account.

During the UN climate negotiations in Lima in December 2014, the international community
agreed to publish their reduction contributions at the earliest possible opportunity in 2015, in
preparation for the conference in Paris. France and the UK released their contributions alongside
the other European Union member states, committing ourselves to at least a 40 per cent
reduction in carbon emissions by 2030 against a 1990 baseline. We look forward to a similarly
ambitious target from Canada, and other industrialized partner nations. 

Make no mistake, the challenge is great. But so are the stakes. We are confident that the
international community is up to the task. But we recognize that progress can only happen
through equitable access to sustainable development. 

The $10 billion USD initial funding of the United Nations Green Climate Fund is a very welcome
first step, as is the goal to collect $100 billion each year from 2020 onwards, from both private
and public sources. The UK and France have shown their support through their contributions of
$1.2 billion and $1 billion respectively. 

Together, the countries of the European Union, Canada and other international partners can be
at the vanguard of climate action, giving business and policy makers the certainty they need to
invest and thrive in a greener, safer and more prosperous future.

Nicolas Chapuis is the ambassador of France in Canada. Howard Drake is the British high
commissioner to Canada.
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